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Ing their hands. But his feet burned under him ; he
sank to the ground ; and having repeated the praise
of Buddha died.                                                                 la

XLI.  THE GOAL.

And the Blessed One addressed the bhikshus:      1

"It is through not understanding the four noble
truths, O bhikshus, that we had to wander so long in
the weary path of sarnsara, both you and I.               2

"Through contact thought is born from sensation,
and is reborn by a reproduction of its form. Starting
from the simplest forms, the mind rises and falls ac-
cording to deeds, but the aspirations of a Bodhisattva
pursue the straight path of wisdom and righteousness,
until they reach perfect enlightenment in the Buddha.3

"All creatures are what they are through the karma
of their deeds done in former and in present exist-
ences.                                                                       4

"The rational nature of man is a spark of the true
light; it Is the first step on the upward road. But new
births are required to Insure an ascent to the summit
of existence, the enlightenment of mind and heart,
where the Immeasurable light of moral comprehension
is gained which Is the source of all righteousness. 6

"Having attained this higher birth, I have found
the truth and taught you the noble path that leads to
the glad city of peace.                                               c

" I have shown you the way to the lake of Ambro-
sia, which washes away sinful desire.                        7

"I have given you the refreshing drink called the
perception of truth, and he who drinks it becomes free
from excitement, passion, and wrong-doing.              8

"The very gods envy the bliss of him who has es<